128 CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter provides that the national language is the Irish lan-
__1   guage, but the English language shall be equally an
official language. Special provision may be made by
Parliament for districts or areas in which only one
language is in general use. This provision would have
been usefully included in the Union constitution in
view of the conditions of Natal and of many parts of the
northern provinces where only one speech.is current.
It has been decided by the Irish Governments that
Irish must be made the dominant speech, and that
practice in the law courts will be denied to those un-
able to conduct a case in that language. It is therefore
unfortunate that the language itself is one largely in
the making for use in politics, in law, and in science,
and that nothing has been done to relieve it of the
reproach of having the worst of all systems of spelling.
Moreover, to encourage its employment imposes a
serious burden on Irish youth by compelling them to
spend on the recreation of the tongue time which much
more usefully might be spent in acquiring familiarity
with one or other of the great European speeches, not
to mention English, the speech of so large a section of
the Irish race as the Irish Americans. It seems on the
whole that it is delusive to suppose that nationality
must demand a distinct speech, but Ireland can hardly
be blamed for succumbing to a tendency which has
rejuvenated moribund tongues all over Europe.